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Regional News
Will Northern Michigan Nurses Serve in a Pandemic?
The Health Department’s Emergency Preparedness Coordinator, Lori Weso-
lowski, has just completed an intriguing survey in collaboration with the Uni-
versity of Michigan’s College of Nursing.  This study assessed the willingness 
of northern Michigan nurses to care for infl uenza patients in the event of a 
major virulent pandemic.  Well over half the nurses (64%, n = 152) indi-
cated they would be willing to care for patients.  Nearly half the respondents 
had children at home, and for that group, the availability of another person 
to care for the family was a major determinant of their willingness to serve.  
Factors such as the nurses’ age, health, religious faith, and confi dence in 
hospital infectious control measures were not shown to be signifi cant ele-
ments in the nurses’ willingness to serve.  Most of the survey’s respondents 
(84%, n = 152) indicated that the availability of antiviral prophylaxis would 
increase their willingness to serve infl uenza patients.    

Other News
Detroit Hospital Receives Grant for the Safe Escape Program
Children’s Hospital of Michigan, in Detroit, is one of six children’s hospitals 
nation-wide to receive a $100,000 grant award that will allow them to es-
tablish Safety Stores that also include the Safe Escape Program.  The Safe 
Escape program provides adapted products and education to families to sup-
port safe evacuation in a fi re, emergency or disaster for children with health 
care needs or disabilities.  This program empowers families to make specifi c, 
customized emergency evacuation plans for their home.

Man Charged in Ricin Plot
On April 16, a man who authorities believe was sickened by the deadly toxin 
ricin was arrested on federal charges after he was released from a hospi-
tal.  Roger Bergendorff, 57, had been hospitalized since February 14.  He 
is charged with possession of a biological toxin and two weapons offenses 
stemming from materials authorities said were found in late February in his 
room at an extended-stay motel several blocks off the Las Vegas Strip.

Japan to Vaccinate Health Workers against H5N1
Japan is to become the fi rst country in the world to vaccinate thousands of 
offi cials against bird fl u.  Six thousand health workers and other staff will be 
inoculated over the next few months, and the program might be extended 
to cover millions more.  The vaccine has been made using the deadly H5N1 
strain of the disease collected in Vietnam and Indonesia.

Training & Education
Anatomy of a Disaster Video
Three years after the explosion that killed fi fteen workers and injured 180 
others at the BP Texas City refi nery, the U.S. Chemical Safety Board (CSB) 
has released a new, comprehensive safety video that describes the causes 
of the accident and key safety lessons. The 56-minute video, “Anatomy of a 
Disaster: Explosion at BP Texas City Refi nery,” is available for viewing in the 
Video Room of the Chemical Safety Board’s website.  DVDs of the video will 
be provided at no charge through CSB’s online request form.
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Date/Time Event Location

May 14, 2008
2-3pm

Implementing Biosurveillance and Envi-
ronmental Health Response 
Tarrant County will introduce the concept of a 
public health community of practice in which 
biosurveillance data is gathered and shared be-
tween key stakeholders and public health in a 
comprehensive, collaborative, rigorous manner. 
Twin Cities Metro APC will share their expertise 
in building environmental health emergency 
response capacity. Potential roles and respon-
sibilities for environmental health professionals 
will be discussed and two environmental health 
emergency response plans will be reviewed. 

OPHP
Large Training Room
(517) 335-8150

May 16, 2008
8am-1pm

Active Duty:  Making Data, Policy, and Poli-
tics Work for Public Health
This half-day workshop will focus on the impor-
tant role of health-related data in formulating 
effective public health policy in the context of 
a political society.  This is a hands-on work-
shop, so come prepared for participation and 
lively discussion!  We will work through real and 
specifi c examples and you should leave with 
practice materials.  To register and for more 
information, please see the Michigan Center 
for Public Health Preparedness’s website or call 
(734) 763-6526.

University of Michigan
School of Public Health 
109 S. Observatory
Rm 2675
Ann Arbor, MI 48109
T:  734-615-9439
F:  734-763-7976
E:  mphtc@umich.edu

May 19-22, 
2008

Effective Managing Transit Emergencies
This course will provide information on under-
standing the importance, purpose, develop-
ment, and implementation of emergency man-
agement and how it relates to the other safety 
functions of a transit system. Participants will 
learn how to better understand the emergency 
management concept and the role of the tran-
sit system in responding to emergency/disaster 
situations in both the community and transit 
system.  Materials fee is $55.

Grand Rapids, MI

May 22, 2008
1-2pm

Understanding and Responding to the 
Needs of Children After Large-Scale Disas-
ters
Faculty will discuss how children may respond 
to traumatic events, with a focus on CBRNE 
incidents. Ideas for interventions, including a 
new model of Psychological First Aid will be pre-
sented. Finally, recommendations for prepara-
tion considerations will be explored.  For more 
information, please see the informational fl yer.

OPHP
Large Training Room
(517) 335-8150

May 22, 2008
2-3pm

Agriculture and Food Vulnerability Assess-
ment Training: How Safe Is The Food On 
Our Table? 
Here are some of the key learning objectives 
for this program:  What are the essential crite-
ria for assessing potential food safety vulner-
abilities? How can we identify and implement 
systems that will reduce these vulnerabilities?  
How practical exercises identify threats to ani-
mal and food processing facilities?  How soft-
ware assessment tools can be used to evaluate 
potential vulnerabilities?

OPHP
Large Training Room
(517) 335-8150

http://nccphp.sph.unc.edu/APC/webinars.htm#May14
http://www.mipreparedness.org
http://www.mipreparedness.org
http://transit-safety.volpe.dot.gov/Training/Courses/default.asp
http://www.adph.org/alphtn/586flyer.pdf
http://www2.cdc.gov/phtn/calendar.asp#May08
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Date/Time Event Location

May 22, 2008 MDCH Communicable Disease Conference
This conference will provide the latest knowl-
edge on communicable disease diagnosis, 
surveillance and reporting, incorporation of 
epidemiologic principles, and laboratory test in-
terpretation.  Conference fee is $20 per person.  
Please see the informational brochure for more 
information, including registration details.

Comfort Inn & Suites 
Hotel and Conf. Center
2424 South Mission St.
Mt. Pleasant, MI  48858
T:  (989) 772-4000

May 22, 2008 Developing Volunteer Resources
This one-day course is designed to cover a 
broad range of issues in disaster volunteerism 
expanding on the concepts presented in the pre-
requisite Independent Study.  Topics will include 
spontaneous volunteerism in disasters, liability 
issues, marketing, recruitment, and recognition 
of volunteers.

Lansing

May 27-Jul. 14, 
2008

Demystifying Data:  Accessing, Interpret-
ing, and Using Health Data
This course focuses on the effective and sys-
tematic use of data in an evidence-based ap-
proach to decision making. Participants will be 
able to use data to develop a brief statement of 
the problem, describe the issue quantitatively, 
and develop data-based program or policy op-
tions.  The course is designed for those who 
need to use data in their daily work but may not 
have considerable training in the use of data. 
For more information, see the Michigan Public 
Health Training Center website.

School of Public Health
University of Michigan
109 S. Observatory, 
Rm. 2675
Ann Arbor, MI 48109
T:  734-615-9439
F:  734-763-7976
E:  mphtc@umich.edu

Jun. 5, 2008
8:30am-4pm

Adolescent Immunization Conference
The purpose of this conference is to:  promote 
adolescent immunizations in Michigan, educate 
providers about newly recommended adoles-
cent vaccines, overcome barriers to vaccinating 
adolescents, discuss strategies for increasing 
adolescent immunization rates, and give pro-
viders the tools to communicate with parents, 
pre-teens, teens, and adolescents through col-
lege age about the importance of vaccination.  
Registration fee is $50.  For further information, 
including registration, please visit the confer-
ence website.

Grand Valley State Univ.
Eberhard Center
Grand Rapids, MI

Jun. 12, 2008 “Tools of the Trade for Human Service 
Workers in Preparedness and Response” 
Conference
This annual conference promotes an intellectual 
exchange among Michigan’s behavioral health 
professionals, local health departments and 
others involved in improving mental health sur-
rounding public health preparedness, mitiga-
tion, response and recovery to emergency and 
disaster.  Please note there is a non-refundable 
conference fee of $20.  Logon to MI-TRAIN, 
search for course ID 1010420, and register to-
day!

Lansing Conf. Center
333 E. Michigan Ave.
Lansing, MI 48933

http://michigan.gov/documents/michiganprepares/2008CDConf_229375_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/msp/Final_-_FY_2008_EMHS_Training_Class_Dates_rec-8-28-07_206828_7.doc
http://practice.sph.umich.edu/mphtc/site.php?module=courses_one_online_course&id=297
http://practice.sph.umich.edu/mphtc/site.php?module=courses_one_online_course&id=297
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mdch/Brochure-Tools_of_the_Trade-CME_233712_7.pdf
https://mi.train.org
http://www.lansingcenter.com
http://register.mihealth.org/
http://register.mihealth.org/


            
         
   

Mailing Address:
Offi ce of Public Health Preparedness
Capitol View Building - 201 Townsend Street - Lansing, MI 48913
(517) 335-8150  —  http://www.michigan.gov/ophp
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Date/Time Event Location

Jun. 17-18, 
2008

Prepare Train-the-Trainer
Prepare the long-term care workforce with 
knowledge and competencies to deal with natu-
ral disasters and other public health emergen-
cies.  Readiness, recognition, and multidisci-
plinary response to disasters and emergencies.  
Educate core trainers.  Produce an effective 
long-term care workforce able to treat older 
adults in such emergencies.  Alert the public 
health system of emergencies.  Resources for 
continuing disaster preparedness education.  
Evaluating the program’s impact.  There is no 
charge for attending this program.  See the in-
formational fl yer for details.  Register now as 
seating is limited.

Lansing

Jul. 6-25, 2008 Graduate Sessions in Epidemiology
Courses are for all public health professionals 
and anyone interested in health research.  One- 
and three-week courses are available in a range 
of topics.  Distance learning courses available 
for the Fundamentals of Biostatistics, and the 
Fundamentals of Epidemiology.  CME credit is 
available.

The Univ. of Michigan 
School of Public Health 
109 Observatory St. 
Ann Arbor, MI 48109

Jul. 8-10, 2008 Great Lakes Border Health Initiative Con-
ference
Save the Date!  For more information, view the 
announcement fl yer.

Ann Arbor, MI

Jul. 23-24, 
2008

Emergency Planning for Special Needs 
Populations
This two-day course covers the unique con-
cerns for organizations responsible for the care 
of “special needs” groups in disasters.  This 
course will expand on the concepts covered in 
the prerequisite Independent Study 197 by dis-
cussing defi nition of “special needs populations” 
and highlighting the planning elements of mass 
care, sheltering, and evacuation.

Lansing

http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mdch/Prepare_SaveDate_217935_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mdch/Prepare_SaveDate_217935_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mdch/Prepare_Registration_217937_7.doc
http://www.sph.umich.edu/epid/GSS
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mdch/GLBHI_-_Save_the_Date_214846_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/msp/Final_-_FY_2008_EMHS_Training_Class_Dates_rec-8-28-07_206828_7.doc



